All Hands On Deck!

How Biosolids Associations Are Helping
Members Manage PFAS Challenges

Janine Burke-Wells, North East Biosolids & Residuals Association
Mary Firestone, Mid-Atlantic Biosolids Association
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North East Biosolids & Residuals Association (NEBRA)
Mid-Atlantic Biosolids Association (MABA)

e Both organizations were founded in 1997

e NEBRA’s Mission: To cooperatively
promote sustainable diversion, recycling and
beneficial use of biosolids and residuals from
the municipal and industrial sectors

e MABA'’s Mission: Communicate the benefits

of biosolids resources within the biosolids

community and the communities we serve.
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Why are Biosolids Associations Needed?

e |t's good to be focused just on the solids — not to
mention sustainability, soil health, greenhouse gas
reductions, and all those resources to recover!

e There are many challenges with sludges and
biosolids — it's where all the pollutants removed by
WRRFs end up.

e Everyone involved with managing biosolids needs
help with communications, sharing of accurate
information, building trust, talking to the press

e Access to best management practices, research

~and advocacy for smart laws, regulations, and \&\
- policies —~—
e
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NEBRA & MABA Leadership & Committees

e Boards: NEBRA’s 13 board members meet once a month. MABA's 21 board
members meet every other month.

e Committees: NEBRA and MABA's standing committees meet on a monthly
basis, and include Regulatory/Legislative committees. NEBRA has a
Research Committee and a new Carbon & Nutrient Trading Committee.
MABA has a Communlcatlons Committee and a Young Professmnals
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NEBRA Member Services & Benefits
9O

NEBRAMail newsletter =~=nebra
Monthly Research Abstracts SR
Monthly Lunch & Learns |
Website full of PFAS information F

HOME NEBRA BIOSOLIDS RESIDUALS NEWS EVENTS BLOG COMTACT MEMBERS ONLY

. . o a “Let’s move fast to stop non-
PFAS in Biosolids (“sludge”) and Residuals

5 - essential uses of PFAS. Then let’s
(WWW U n e b I OSO I I d S 0 O rq/res O u rceS# Recycling organic “wastes” benefits society and the environment.

work carefully and more slowly on

research and balanced regulation.”

. . Throughout the U, S. and Canada, biosolids (treated and tested sewage sludge), — Dr. Linda Lee, Professor of
/pfas -— b I OS O I I d S/) septage, paper mill residuals, composts, and other organic residuals are commonly Agronomy, Purdue University, MI WEA
recycled to soils. This recycling does amazing things: Biosolids Conference, Aug. 2020

Legislative/regulatory tracking
e Forums for collaboration on
Advocacy, Education, Outreach,

~__and more!
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http://www.nebiosolids.org/resources#/pfas-biosolids/

MABA Member Services & Benefits |
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Q Mic-atiantic Biosolids Association

e Biosolids Advocacy: Identifies, advocates,
and responds to legislation and regulations
that affect wastewater treatment and biosolids
sector in the region.

e Biosolids in the News: Encourages open
dialogue with media, including features in local
publications.

e Education & Networking: Hosts regular — A

webinars on wastewater treatment and eke

biosolids-related topics. Summer Symposium
with a wide range of technical topics and
networking opportunities.

- Biosolids Communications & Research:

PFAS Position Statement

The
‘f;rDelmarva Farmer

MABA 2023
Summer Symposium

Mid-Atlantic
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PFAS:
MABA & NEBRA'’s “All Hands On Deck” Approach

e Advocacy: MABA, NEBRA, and other regional and national organizations
meet regularly to share information, experiences and opportunities to work
together to review and respond to regulatory and legislative developments.
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PFAS:
MABA & NEBRA'’s “All Hands On Deck” Approach

e Research & Information Sharing: MABA and NEBRA continue to take part
in and gather extensive research and information related to PFAS and share
this via PFAS specific webpages for their members.
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recreation, business use, And
improved Soil quality.
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PFAS:
MABA & NEBRA'’s “All Hands On Deck” Approach

e New & Emerging Technologies: MABA and NEBRA identify and showcase
the latest innovations in PFAS removal technologies with their members and
the biosolids community. e
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WELCOME TO OUR WEBINAR! ‘ presented by: W.ebl nar. R
fohn Aoss, PE. Brown & Caldwell Innovative Solutions l-’ a & Sewage sludge disposal using Hydrothermal PFAs
for Smaller Utilities * ~ 4 ) Liquefaction What we know, what we're learning, and what's to come
-

Webinar | Tuesday, March 15, 2022 | 12:00 PM - 1:30 PM EST

Brown o !
Caldwell §

Join us to learn about
unique and innovative solutions
to meet the needs of
smaller utilities.

Featuring presenters:
Valentino Villa, Wade Yankey,

Robert Christy & Albert Robert
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PFAS
MABA & NEBRA'’s “All Hands On Deck” Approach

e Communications: NEBRA and MABA stay abreast of the latest information
within their respective regions and across the country, and share this
information, as well as related resources, with their members.
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As you may already be aware, the USEPA recently released proposed rules
for PFAS, aka "forever chemicals". The associated document is quite

ENYIRONMENTAL PROTEETION AGENEY

NEWS RELEASE
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EPA Announces Listening Sessions on a Potential CERCLA Enforcement Discretion Policy

Py d PFAS National Primary Drinking Water Regulati
ropose ational Primary Drinking Water Regulation po PEAS i i

On March 14, 2023, EPA announced the proposed National Pranary Drinking Water Regulation (NPDWR) for sx PFAS
inchuding pestuorooctanok: acid (PFOA), perfiuorooctane sulforic acid (PFOS), perfluor
hexafluoropropylene 0xice imer acid (HFPO-DA, commonly known as GenX Chemicals). perfioronexane
(PFHXS) ana perfuorobutane suonic ackd (PFBS) The proposed PFAS NPDWR does not fequire any actions unti it fs
fmalzes EPA anticipates finakzing the reguiation by the €na of 2023 ERA expects Ihat If futy I
prevent Ihousanas of deatns and reduce tens of MOUSands of Senous PFAS-aMb
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Contact: EPA Press Office (
EPA's equesiing puolkc comment on e progosed reguiaion The publc commen perod Wi open okt
rule pubishig I tne Federal Register PUDIC Commens can be proviced at it
A-HQ-OW-2022-0114. Information on submitting comments fo ERA dockets

g the proposed
ne 3 iy a11075.00y under Docket
i be found he

WASHINGTON (March 2, 2023) - The U S Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) Office of Enforcement
and Compliance Assurance (OECA) announces two public listening sessions o receive individual input related x

. . e o concerns about potential liability under the C: Response, C: and " A5 i publc |
P S e 0K O halor ACecs ol W s s NOPW A o Mt o . S Nl = ok Liabilty Act (CERCLA), commonly known as “Superfund * The input recerved will be reviewed and considered sre el waees mesures PEA )
T e vt o i o ks hsenirishidocs s esarit by EPA n drafting a CERCLA per- and polyfivoroalkyl substances (PFAS) enforcement discretion and : L cone:

e mace availabie folowing Ihe webnars at Ins website For qu

settiement policy to the extent that PFAS cleanup enforcement efforts occur under CERCLA. There will be
Whatla USEPA' reguation tmeline? opportunities to provide verbal input during the public listening sessions and writen mput submissions in a
Tt o ' < - separate form

the pubic wedinars, contact
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3 (2:00-3:00 pm Eastern Time) Webinar Registration: General Overview of Proposed PFAS NP
{2:00-3:00 pm Eastern Time) Webinar Registration: Technical Overview of Propos
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PFAS: “All Hands On Deck”
What can YOU do?

e Stay Informed: Through organizations like
NYWEA, NEWEA and especially MABA and
NEBRA! They have compiled numerous
resources for members to educate themselves
and others about PFAS in biosolids

e Talk about it: Speak about the PFAS issue,
as it impacts your operations, with local
officials and your customers.

e Get involved: Consider submitting comments
on the proposed interim guidance for PFAS in

biosolids in New York State and exemptions \&\

- from CERCLA liability for your utility. Become v\

~more involved in MABA and NEBRA! »
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Thank you for your continued work in and
support of the biosolids community!

e Questions? Comments? We look forward to hearing your questions and
feedback to help us better serve you!

Janine Burke-Wells
(603) 323-7654 ol
janine@nebiosolids.org
Mary Firestone

(845) 901-7905
mfirestone@mabiosolids.org
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