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A brief history of water
… or why Ward 2 floods and raw sewage discharges to 
the Charles and Mystic rivers when it rains hard
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Millers River 1852
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Millers River 1873 - 1879
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Today
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Legacy flooding problems
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The future of water
… or what is the City doing to improve drainage and 
water quality?
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Millers River 2021
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MBTA drainage improvements
• Designed to keep 

high-intensity flood 
elevations below 
top of rail

• Opportunity!
• Value in excess 

capacity during 
smaller storms
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) What is 

BRIC?

BRIC: Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities

Annual grant competition  

Funds projects before a disaster to increase resilience
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2020: 
$500 
million 
in funding  

2021: 
$1 
billion 
in funding



!"#$%&'()*+,+-+*+'.( Reduce or eliminate 
future hazard risk

Approved 
Hazard 

Mitigation 
Plan

Current 
Building 
Codes

Environmental and 
Historic Preservation 

Requirements Met

!"#$%&'

Applicant is a 
state, local community, 
tribe, special district (or 

has sponsor)

$50M project 
cap (project 

can be 
more)

30% Local 
Cost Share 

Commitment  

Cost-effective 
(e.g., Benefit Cost 

Analysis)

$50M
+,-,./0123/.,1
4/516715.68,492

30% 
:64/01;6291<3/.,1
;6==>9=,791
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Flood 
Benefits

DRAFT FOR INTERNAL REVIEW ONLY 20



Flood 
Benefits 
– where 
urban 
flooding 
should 
stand out
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Flood 
Benefits 
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urban 
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Building Damage Assessment
• Building specific damage assessment on 1,637 buildings
• Selected by intersecting building footprints with the 100-yr baseline 

flood extents
• Entered in the FEMA
BCA Toolkit’s 
Professional 
Expected Damages 
Module (previously 
DFA module)



BRIC Updated
• Six qualitative evaluation criteria
• Support for holistic project evaluation beyond economic metrics alone as 

well as for incentivizing partnerships and high-quality community 
engagement.
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BRIC Updated
• Eight technical 

evaluation criteria
• Projects either 

receive the 
specified points 
allotted or zero 
points for each 
criterion.
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