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Building	Stormwater-Resilient	
Communities:		Encouraging	Community	

Involvement	to	Soak	Up	the	Rain
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“People	can	use	rain	barrels	to	catch	
the	runoff,	then	use	it	to	water	their	
lawns,”	she	says.	“There	are	lots	of	
great	low-tech	solutions...”
Alexandra	Dunn

April	10,	2018

https://commonwealthmagazine.org/environment/tax-that-dirty-water/
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The	Value	of	Green	Infrastructure,	Center	for	Neighborhood	Technology	http://www.cnt.org/sites/default/files/publications/CNT_Value-of-Green-Infrastructure.pdf
3



4



Create	a	stormwater	brand
Support/promote	local	efforts
Raise	awareness/encourage	
action
Connect	to	resources	and	tools
Showcase	projects
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• Events	
• Training
• Collaborations
•Workshops

• Website
• Outreach	Tools
• Social	media
• Webinars
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Website

EPA	National	Green	
Infrastructure	
epa.gov/green-infrastructure
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Soak	Up	the	Rain
epa.gov/soakuptherain



Website: Ready-to-use	Outreach	Tools
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Website:	Customizable	Outreach	Tools

Green	infrastructure	poster 9



Website:		News	&	Updates
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Events

Boston	Flower	&	Garden	Show 11



Collaborations

Stormwater	Benefits	of	Urban	Trees
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Workshops/Training

Rain	garden	installation	
Hartford,	CT 13



www.epa.gov/soakuptherain/soak-rain-new-england-webinar-series

Soak	Up	the	Rain	Webinar	Series
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Looking	forward	

Advancing	the	green	
infrastructure	message:
• Operation	and	Maintenance
• Climate	Resiliency
Supporting	local	efforts
Ideas?
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• Over	220	communities	with	
unique	reports:	towns,	
waterbodies,	regions	and	
states

• Reports	include	access	to	more	
than	300	plans	and	products

• On-line	“searchable”	database	
using	over	90	key	words	

Wondering	what	other	communities	are	doing?
Resilience	and	Adaptation	in	New	England:	RAINE	Database

www.epa.gov/RAINE
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• Flood	Resilience:	A	Basic	Guide	for	Water	and	Wastewater	
Utilities		https://www.epa.gov/waterutilityresponse/flood-
resilience-basic-guide-water-and-wastewater-utilities

• Creating	Climate	Ready	Water	Utilities				
https://www.epa.gov/crwu

• Flood	Resilience	Checklist				
https://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/flood-resilience-checklist

• Adaptation	Resource	Center			https://www.epa.gov/arc-x

• US	Climate	Resilience	Toolkit				https://toolkit.climate.gov/

Resilience	Related	Tools	and	Resources	
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REACHING	COMMUNITY	CONSENSUS	ON	
STORMWATER	FUNDING	SOLUTIONS

Evaluation	of	the	Role	of	Public	Outreach	and	Stakeholder	Engagement	in	Stormwater	
Funding	Decisions	in	New	England:	Lessons	from	Communities							
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-09/documents/eval-sw-funding-new-england.pdf

Josh	Secunda	at	Secunda.Joshua@epa.gov or	617-918-1736
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Contact	us

Soak	Up	the	Rain	email:		soakuptherain@epa.gov
Soak	Up	the	Rain	website:		www.epa.gov/soakuptherain

Soak	Up	the	Rain
Cindy	Brown	brown.cindyl@epa.gov
Myra	Schwartz	schwartz.myra@epa.gov

Funding	Stormwater Programs
Josh	Secunda	secunda.joshua@epa.gov

Region	1	Green	Infrastructure	Coordinator
Trish	Garrigan	garrigan.trish@epa.gov
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New	Hampshire	DES	Soak	Up	the	Rain	Team	
2017	EPA	Environmental	Merit	Award	Winner
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