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SOAKING	  UP	  THE	  RAIN	  
IN	  WESTWOOD,	  MA	  



Neponset	  River	  Watershed	  Association	  
“NepRWA”	  
• The	  Neponset	  River	  Watershed	  Association	  is	  a	  grassroots,	  
member-‐supported	  conservation	  group	  working	  to	  clean	  up	  and	  
protect	  the	  Neponset	  River,	  its	  tributaries	  and	  surrounding	  
watershed	  lands.	  
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Westwood,	  MA	  
	  
•  12	  miles	  SW	  of	  Boston	  
• Population	  14,618	  (2010)	  
• MS4	  Phase	  II	  Community	  



Stormwater	  



Stormwater	  

1.15”	  	  rain	  in	  
previous	  72	  
hours	  



Goals	  of	  Project	  
• Encourage	  green	  infrastructure	  on	  private	  property	  
•  Simple,	  low-‐cost	  

• Plan	  green	  infrastructure	  projects	  
• Educate	  homeowners	  on	  stormwater	  	  
• Construct	  demonstration	  rain	  gardens	  with	  volunteer	  groups	  



604	  (b)	  grant	  funding	  and	  budget	  
	  

• Funding	  from	  604(b)	  grant	  program	  from	  MA	  DEP	  and	  EPA	  
• Total	  project	  budget	  of	  $24,000	  



Outreach	  
• Town	  Groups/Events	  
•  “Westwood	  Day”	  
• Westwood	  Environmental	  Action	  Committee	  
•  Conservation	  Commission	  
•  Local	  Schools	  and	  Churches	  
• Town	  Wide	  Mailing	  
• Local	  news	  coverage	  
• Project	  website	  
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Resources	  
• EPA	  “Soak	  up	  the	  Rain”	  
• NH	  	  DES	  Homeowner’s	  Guide	  to	  Stormwater	  Management	  	  
• UConn	  “NEMO”	  Garden	  Guide	  



Technical	  Assistance	  
• Offered	  an	  on-‐site	  evaluation	  of	  runoff	  and	  possible	  projects	  



Results	  



Volunteers	  Construct	  Rain	  Garden	  



Students	  Construct	  Rain	  Garden	  



Overall	  Results	  of	  Project 	  	  
• 30	  recommended	  projects	  
• ~25	  rain	  barrels	  purchased	  
• 4	  Rain	  Gardens	  constructed	  
• 20	  homeowners’	  properties	  visited	  
• Follow-‐up	  planned	  in	  the	  spring	  



Conclusions	  
• Outreach	  necessary	  
•  Rain	  Barrel	  Program	  

• Project	  Partners	  Important	  
• Future	  work	  	  
•  Include	  incentive	  program	  for	  homeowners	  
• Organize	  neighborhood	  trainings	  
•  Look	  for	  future	  grant	  opportunities	  


