
Right	  to	  Know	  Session	  Format	  
1.  Regulators	  with	  Panel	  Discussion	  
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6.  Woodard	  &	  Curran	  
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Connec\cut	  Department	  of	  Energy	  and	  Environmental	  Protec\on	  

Why	  the	  Public	  Needs	  to	  Know	  



EPA	  1995	  Nine	  Minimum	  Control	  Guidance	  	  
	  #8	  Ensure	  adequate	  public	  no\fica\on	  of	  occurrence	  and	  impact.	  

EPA	  1999	  Monitoring	  and	  Modeling	  Guidance	  
	  When	  LTCP	  based	  on	  modeled	  data…should	  verify	  model	  predic\ons	  

	  (number	  and	  magnitude	  of	  overflows).	  

EPA	  2010	  NPDES	  Permit	  Writers	  Guidance	  
	  Expected	  that	  permidees	  w/	  pop.	  >75,000	  would	  u\lize	  metering	  (or	  an	  

	  event	  monitoring/modeling	  system)	  versus	  block	  tes\ng.	  

EPA	  2012	  CSO	  Post	  Construc4on	  Monitoring	  
	  Plan	  should	  include	  data	  to	  determine	  the	  effec\veness	  of	  CSO	  controls.	  

	  
	  

EPA	  Region	  1	  
Alex	  Rosenberg,	  617-‐918-‐1709,	  rosenberg.alex@epa.gov	  
Office	  of	  Environmental	  Stewardship	  
	  	  

EPA:	  Timeline	  of	  Guidance	  



•  Rule	  finalized	  on	  September	  24,	  2015.	  
–  Phase	  1:	  1	  year	  out	  /	  Phase	  2:	  5	  years	  out	  

•  The	  Permit	  s\ll	  rules:	  	  
–  CSO	  discharges	  from	  permided	  oumalls	  should	  be	  reported	  on	  DMRs	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

at	  the	  frequency	  iden\fied	  by	  the	  permit.	  [40	  CFR	  122.41(l)(4)(i)]	  	  
–  EPA	  Region	  1	  would	  an\cipate	  unexpected	  dry-‐weather	  flows	  from	  CSO	  

permided	  oumalls	  to	  be	  reported	  under	  40	  CFR	  122.41(l)(6)	  and	  (7)	  
(within	  at	  least	  24	  hours).	  

•  DMR	  data	  is	  available	  to	  public	  through	  FOIA	  or	  comparable	  state	  laws.	  
•  The	  rule	  does	  not	  require	  e-‐flow	  monitoring	  nor	  real-‐\me	  repor\ng,	  but	  

discussions	  with	  permipng	  and	  or	  enforcement	  authori\es	  may	  conclude	  
that	  it	  is	  appropriate.	  	  
–  	  If	  required	  in	  permit	  must	  report	  electronically	  

EPA	  Region	  1	  
Alex	  Rosenberg,	  617-‐918-‐1709,	  rosenberg.alex@epa.gov	  
Office	  of	  Environmental	  Stewardship	  
	  	  

Na\onal	  EPA	  e-‐repor\ng	  Rule	  



•  Immediate	  Repor\ng	  for	  any	  bypass	  of	  full	  treatment:	  CSO/SSO	  	  
–  Permidee	  (Public	  Works	  Dept)	  must	  no\fy	  State	  (NHDES-‐WD).	  	  

•  State	  Shellfish	  Program	  determines	  suitable	  interval	  for	  
con\nued	  no\fica\on.	  

•  Qtrly	  sample	  at	  cri\cal	  CSO	  oumall	  following	  discharges	  (1st	  yr)	  
–  2	  \mes	  per	  day	  for	  3	  consecu\ve	  days	  following	  discharge	  
–  public	  no\fica\on	  of	  discharges	  and	  impacts	  to	  rec.	  areas	  

EPA	  Region	  1	  
Alex	  Rosenberg,	  617-‐918-‐1709,	  rosenberg.alex@epa.gov	  
Office	  of	  Environmental	  Stewardship	  
	  	  

EPA	  Regional	  Example:	  Exeter,	  NH	  	  

	  NPDES	  Permit	  

http://exeternh.gov/publicworks/combined-sewer-overflow 



EPA	  Region	  1	  
Alex	  Rosenberg,	  617-‐918-‐1709,	  rosenberg.alex@epa.gov	  
Office	  of	  Environmental	  Stewardship	  
	  	  

EPA	  Regional	  Example:	  Chelsea,	  MA	  	  

	  NPDES	  Permit	  

•  Monitor:	  total	  flow,	  dura\on,	  and	  precipita\on	  for	  each	  oumall	  
•  24-‐hr	  No\fica\on:	  E-‐mail	  selected	  list	  of	  NGOs	  and	  local	  

officials	  	  
–  “or	  as	  soon	  as	  feasibly	  possible”	  (emergency	  situa\ons)	  

•  Update	  website	  annually	  to	  include	  general	  informa\on	  
regarding	  CSOs,	  	  
–  including	  poten\al	  health	  impacts	  and	  loca\ons	  of	  oumalls	  

http://www.chelseama.gov/Public_Documents/ChelseaMA_DPW/Chelsea_Annual_CSO_Report_April_2015.pdf 



EPA	  Region	  1	  
Alex	  Rosenberg,	  617-‐918-‐1709,	  rosenberg.alex@epa.gov	  
Office	  of	  Environmental	  Stewardship	  
	  	  

EPA	  Na4onal	  Example:	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
DC	  Sewer	  and	  Water	  Authority,	  DC	  	  

Consent	  Decree	  

•  Monitor:	  operate	  exis\ng	  120	  permanent	  flow	  monitors	  
–  Must	  u\lize	  NASSCO	  guidance	  and	  achieve	  a	  90%	  level	  of	  data	  quality	  

•  Public	  No\fica\on:	  Operate	  lights	  on	  the	  Anacos\a	  and	  Potomac	  
Rivers	  (via	  SCADA).	  
–  two	  light	  system	  (	  	  	  	  	  during	  event;	  	  	  	  	  	  24-‐hrs	  auer)	  

•  Maintain	  website	  with	  prior	  quarters	  discharges	  based	  on	  model	  
results,	  and	  a	  descrip\on	  of	  light	  system.	  	  

https://www.dcwater.com/wastewater_collection/css/CSO%20Predictions.pdf 

<hdp://www2.epa.gov/enforcement/washington-‐
suburban-‐sanitary-‐commission-‐clean-‐water-‐
sedlement> 



Connec\cut	  Department	  of	  Energy	  and	  Environmental	  Protec\on	  

•  Delegated	  states	  like	  
Connec\cut,	  New	  York,	  and	  
Vermont	  are	  requiring	  electronic	  
CSO	  no\fica\on,	  using	  some	  
combo	  of	  “Sewage	  Right	  to	  
Know”	  legisla\on	  and	  NPDES	  
permit	  condi\ons.	  

•  Each	  state	  is	  at	  different	  point	  in	  
the	  process.	  

Delegated	  State	  Implementa\on	  	  	  



Connec\cut	  Department	  of	  Energy	  and	  Environmental	  Protec\on	  

CT	  General	  Statute	  §22a-‐424a:	  Sewage	  Right	  to	  Know	  
	  
•  Enacted	  on	  July	  1,	  2012.	  
•  Part	  1	  was	  for	  CSOs:	  

–  DEEP	  “shall	  post	  a	  map	  of	  the	  state	  indica\ng	  the	  combined	  sewer	  
overflows	  an\cipated	  to	  occur	  during	  certain	  storm	  events”.	  	  

–  Loca\on,	  an\cipated	  dura\on	  and	  extent	  
–  Reasonable	  public	  health,	  safety	  or	  environmental	  concerns	  
–  Public	  safety	  precau\ons	  that	  should	  be	  taken	  

•  Sta\c	  map	  of	  CSOs,	  FAQs	  about	  LTCPs	  and	  safety	  
precau\ons	  were	  posted	  to	  CT	  DEEP	  website	  in	  2013.	  	  	  

Regional	  Example:	  Connec\cut	  



Connec\cut	  Department	  of	  Energy	  and	  Environmental	  Protec\on	  

CT	  DEEP	  CSO	  Webpage	  
	  

Regional	  Example:	  Connec\cut	  



Connec\cut	  Department	  of	  Energy	  and	  Environmental	  Protec\on	  

CT	  General	  Statute	  §22a-‐424a:	  Sewage	  Right	  to	  Know	  
	  
•  Part	  2	  includes	  ALL	  sewer	  bypasses	  
•  CT	  defini\on	  of	  “bypass”	  is	  broader	  than	  federal,	  
includes	  CSOs:	  
–  Regula\ons	  of	  Connec\cut	  State	  Agencies	  §	  22a-‐430-‐3:	  

"Bypass"	  means	  the	  diversion	  of	  wastes	  from	  any	  por8on	  of	  
the	  wastewater	  collec8on	  or	  treatment	  facili8es.	  

–  40CFR	  §	  122.41(m)	  Bypass—(1)	  Defini8ons.	  (i)	  Bypass	  means	  
the	  inten%onal	  diversion	  of	  waste	  streams	  from	  any	  por8on	  
of	  a	  treatment	  facility.	  

Regional	  Example:	  Connec\cut	  



Connec\cut	  Department	  of	  Energy	  and	  Environmental	  Protec\on	  

New	  NPDES	  Permit	  Condi4ons	  	  
	  
•  2-‐hr	  no\fica\on	  of	  wet-‐weather	  CSO	  discharge	  
•  5-‐day	  follow-‐up	  report	  	  
•  Annual	  CSO	  monitoring	  report.	  
•  Submission	  of	  CSO	  Monitoring	  Plan	  for	  all	  CSOs.	  
•  All	  to	  be	  reported	  to	  upcoming	  web	  portal.	  

Regional	  Example:	  Connec\cut	  



Connec\cut	  Department	  of	  Energy	  and	  Environmental	  Protec\on	  

CT	  DEEP	  CSO	  Webpage	  Part	  2	  
	  
•  CT	  DEEP	  has	  a	  consultant	  developing	  a	  GIS	  based	  
interac\ve	  web	  portal	  to	  receive	  no\fica\on	  from	  
municipali\es	  about	  CSO	  events,	  in	  addi\on	  to	  sewage	  
bypass	  events.	  	  
– Lots	  of	  challenges!!!	  
– An\cipate	  star\ng	  in	  2016.	  

Regional	  Example:	  Connec\cut	  



•  Enacted	  on	  May	  1,	  2013.	  
•  Changes	  exis\ng	  requirements	  for	  repor\ng	  par\ally	  treated	  
or	  untreated	  sewage	  discharges:	  Publicly	  Owned	  Treatment	  
Works	  (POTWs).	  

•  Imposes	  new	  repor\ng	  and	  regulatory	  requirements	  for	  
repor\ng	  par\ally	  treated	  or	  untreated	  sewage	  discharges:	  
Publicly	  Owned	  Sewer	  Systems	  (POSSs).	  

•  Imposes	  new	  repor\ng	  and	  regulatory	  requirements	  on	  NY	  
DEC	  for	  repor\ng	  CSOs.	  

Sewage	  Pollu4on	  Right	  to	  Know	  (SPRTK)	  Act	  

Regional	  Example:	  New	  York	  



•  Within	  two	  hours	  of	  discovery,	  the	  following	  6	  items	  to	  be	  
reported	  to	  NYSDEC/DOH	  to	  extent	  knowable	  with	  exis4ng	  
systems	  and	  models:	  

–  Volume	  &	  treated	  state	  of	  the	  discharge	  
–  Date	  and	  \me	  of	  the	  discharge	  
–  Expected	  dura\on	  of	  the	  discharge	  
–  Brief	  descrip\on	  of	  steps	  taken	  to	  contain	  the	  discharge	  	  (N/A	  for	  wet	  weather	  

CSOs)	  
–  Loca\on	  of	  discharge	  with	  maximum	  specificity	  possible	  
–  Reason	  for	  the	  discharge	  
	  

•  Four	  Hour	  Report	  to	  General	  Public	  if	  impact	  to	  waterbody.	  

SPRTK	  Municipal	  Overflow	  Repor4ng	  Requirements	  

Regional	  Example:	  New	  York	  



•  Post	  reported	  informa\on	  expedi\ously	  on	  NYSDEC	  website.	  
•  Publish	  annual	  report	  that	  includes:	  

–  Total	  number	  of	  discharges	  
–  Details	  of	  discharges	  such	  as	  volume	  and	  treated	  state	  of	  discharges	  
–  Dura\on/loca\on	  summary	  
–  Remedial	  response	  to	  mi\gate	  impacts	  and	  avoid	  further	  discharges	  

	  

SPRTK	  NY	  DEC	  CSO	  Public	  Repor4ng	  Obliga4ons	  

Regional	  Example:	  New	  York	  



Regional	  Example:	  New	  York	  

..........This is an ACTUAL 
NOTIFICATION.......... 

Issued By:        City of Plattsburgh 
Issued To:        Clinton_2 
Headline:          City of Plattsburgh CSO #020 Surcharge 
Location of Discharge: 1 Waterhouse St, Plattsburgh, NY 12901, USA 
Additional Address Info: Waterhouse St CSO #020 
Name of Waterbody Affected: Saranac River 
Description of Discharge: Heavy rain caused CSO #020 to surcharge. 
Potential public area(s) impacted:  
The following public areas were potentially impacted:  
Bathing Beach:  Plattsburgh City Beach 
Boat Launch:  Green St 
Fishing Area:  Saranac River; Lake Champlain 
 
Facility name: City of Plattsburgh, Facility ID: NY0026018 
Date and Time of Discharge: 2015-10-09T08:00:00 
Duration of Discharge: 1.0 hours ended. 
Reason for Discharge:  
Weather Conditions:  Heavy rain in short period of time. 
 
Volume or Rate of Discharge: 20 Gallons Per Minute  (Estimated)  
Treated State of Discharge: Untreated 
Steps Taken to Contain Discharge: Maximized plant raw waste pumping. 
For more information on this and other discharges, visit SPRTK 
[Disclaimer: Daily and/or termination reports will be provided for ongoing discharges. The information 
provided in this message is accurate at the time of report using existing systems and models.]  
Instructions:  
Attachments: 
City of Plattsburgh_20151015T102432.pdf 
  
 



•  Registra\on	  Process	  for	  NY-‐Alert	  System	  and	  Follow-‐up	  
•  Sufficient	  Training	  (Staff	  and	  No\fiers)	  
•  No/Limited	  Addi\onal	  Resources	  
•  Monitoring	  Systems	  
•  Status/Use	  of	  Models	  
•  Quality	  of	  Repor\ng	  and	  Updates	  
•  Increased	  Workload	  to	  Respond	  to	  Inquiries	  (Media,	  Public,	  

Officials)	  
•  Customiza\on	  of	  NY-‐Alert	  vs.	  Developing	  System	  

Obstacles/Impacts	  with	  SPRTK	  Implementa4on	  

Regional	  Example:	  New	  York	  



•  Added	  and	  Updated	  CSO	  web	  pages	  
–  What	  are	  the	  poten\al	  impacts	  of	  CSO	  discharges	  
–  What	  is	  DEC	  doing	  to	  iden\fy	  and	  abate	  issues	  
–  Links	  to	  explana\ons	  of	  BMPs	  &	  LTCP	  
–  Links	  to	  more	  informa\on	  &	  educa\on	  material	  
–  Key	  search	  words	  
–  Swimming	  web	  page	  

•  Beder	  dis\nc\on	  between	  info	  for	  public	  &	  POTWs.	  
•  Con\nued	  communica\ons	  through	  listserv.	  
•  CSO	  Oumall	  Maps	  

–  3	  categories	  of	  CSO	  discharge	  ac\va\on	  data	  availability.	  
–  When	  possible,	  link	  to	  POTW	  website.	  
–  When	  possible,	  include	  sta\c	  informa\on	  about	  frequency	  of	  CSO	  ac\va\on.	  

	  

CSO	  Wet	  Weather	  Advisory,	  Ou]all	  Map,	  Web	  Pages	  

Regional	  Example:	  New	  York	  



	  
Revising	  Exis4ng	  Legisla4on	  	  
•  CURRENT:	  10	  V.S.A.	  1278	  (e):	  	  No\ce	  of	  certain	  discharges.	  	  

“The	  secretary	  of	  natural	  resources	  shall	  post	  publicly	  no8ce	  of	  an	  illegal	  discharge	  
that	  may	  pose	  a	  threat	  to	  human	  health	  or	  the	  environment	  on	  its	  website	  within	  
24	  hours	  of	  the	  agency's	  receipt	  of	  no8fica8on	  of	  the	  discharge.	  
	  

•  VT	  DEC	  will	  be	  proposing	  revisions	  to	  §1278	  (e)	  to	  shorten	  the	  
no\fica\on	  period	  to	  4	  hours	  and	  to	  implement	  the	  new	  
electronic	  repor\ng	  capability,	  whereby:	  

	  
Ø  WWTF	  operators	  must	  self-‐report	  all	  CSO	  and	  SSO	  releases	  within	  4	  hours	  
Ø  DEC	  staff	  must	  enter	  all	  other	  releases	  and	  illicit	  discharges	  to	  surface	  waters	  

within	  24	  hours	  of	  discovery	  
	  

Regional	  Example:	  Vermont	  



VT	  DEC	  Webpage	  
hdps://anrweb.vt.gov/DEC/WWInventory/SewageOverflows.aspx	  
•  In	  mid-‐September	  VT	  DEC	  brought	  on-‐line	  a	  new	  web	  based	  repor\ng	  

system.	  
–  n-‐Form	  based	  and	  in	  the	  same	  system	  that	  will	  be	  used	  for	  electronic	  submidal	  

of	  DMRs.	  
–  WWTF	  operators	  self	  report	  all	  CSO	  events,	  SSO	  events,	  and	  discharges	  of	  

effluent	  that	  has	  received	  less	  than	  full	  treatment.	  
–  Reports	  are	  posted	  to	  the	  DEC	  web	  page	  immediately	  upon	  entry.	  
–  E-‐mail	  no\fica\on	  of	  a	  new	  event	  pos\ng	  is	  sent	  to	  wastewater	  program	  staff,	  

upper	  level	  VT	  DEC	  administra\on	  staff,	  and	  the	  Vermont	  Department	  of	  
Health	  immediately	  upon	  entry.	  

•  In	  the	  future	  the	  system	  will	  be	  expanded	  to	  include	  a	  map	  feature.	  
–  Discharge	  points	  can	  be	  geo-‐located	  and	  will	  provide	  a	  subscrip\on	  no\fica\on	  

service	  for	  the	  general	  public.	  

Regional	  Example:	  Vermont	  



•  VT	  DEC	  requires	  the	  repor\ng	  of	  all	  CSO	  events,	  SSO	  events,	  and	  
discharges	  of	  effluent	  that	  has	  received	  less	  than	  full	  treatment	  funder	  the	  
following	  categories:	  

–  Authorized	  wet	  weather	  CSO	  discharge 	  	  
–  Discharged	  raw	  sewage	  
–  Discharged	  par\ally	  treated	  sewage	  
–  Discharged	  fully	  treated,	  non-‐disinfected	  effluent	  
–  Discharged	  fully	  treated,	  par\ally	  disinfected	  effluent	  
–  Discharged	  fully	  treated	  and	  disinfected,	  non-‐dechlorinated	  effluent	  

•  Most	  CSO	  oumalls	  are	  not	  equipped	  with	  flow	  metering.	  	  Volume	  
discharged	  can	  be	  entered	  as	  a	  specific	  volume	  (when	  known)	  or	  in	  
es\mated	  ranges:	  

–  <100	  gallons	  
–  100	  –	  1,000	  gallons	  
–  1,000	  –	  10,000	  gallons	  
–  10,000	  –	  100,000	  gallons	  
–  100,000	  –	  500,000	  gallons	  
–  >500,000	  gallons	  

Regional	  Example:	  Vermont	  



Regional	  Example:	  Vermont	  



QUESTIONS????	  
EPA	  Region	  1	  
Office	  of	  Environmental	  Stewardship	  
Alex	  Rosenberg	  
(617)	  918-‐1709	  
rosenberg.alex@epa.gov	  

CT	  DEEP,	  Municipal	  Facili\es	  
Bureau	  of	  Water	  Protec\on	  &	  Land	  Reuse	  
Ivonne	  Grajko	  Hall	  
(860)	  424-‐3754	  
ivonne.hall@ct.gov	  

VT	  DEC,	  Watershed	  Management	  Division	  
Wastewater	  Management	  Program	  

Ernie	  Kelley,	  Program	  Manager	  	  	  	  
(803)	  490-‐6187	  	  	  	  

ernie.kelley@vermont.gov	  
	  

NYS	  DEC,	  Division	  of	  Water	  
Bureau	  of	  Water	  Compliance	  

Edward	  Hampston	  
(518)	  402-‐8177	  

edward.Hampston@dec.ny.gov	  
	  	  


