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Presentation Overview 

What are stormwater utilities, and how are they used? 

Three phases of planning and implementation  

Status of utilities in Rhode Island and Connecticut 

Issues that Compel 



What’s a Stormwater Utility? 

What is this “stormwater utility district”? 

• Dedicated revenue outside of general taxation. 

• User fee, not a tax. (Who pays?) 

• Sometimes regional in nature and may be watershed-based 

Once funding becomes predictable, long-term 

planning can occur: 

• Capital improvements 

• Watershed management 

• Technical assistance                                                          

and demonstrations 

• Flood control 



What’s a Stormwater Utility? 



Balanced Rates 



Three Phases of Planning 

Step 3 

Adopt & Initiate 

Step 2 

Initial 
Planning 

Step 1 

Feasibility 
(DIMS) 

“A rose by any other name…” 



Feasibility (Step 1) 

Political 

Legal 

Type of 
Need 

Driver 

Billing 



Initial Planning (Step 2) 

• Text 
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• Text 

• Text 

• Text 

• Text 

• Develop ERU 

• Analysis of 

potential billing tiers 

and rates 

• Select preferred 

approach 



Final Planning, Adopt, and Initiate (Step 3) 
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Status in Southern New England—Massachusetts 

• Chicopee 

• Newton 

• Reading 

• North Hampton 

• Several regional collaborative 

 

Massachusetts’s Status 

• MGL Chapter 83, Section 1 was amended in 2006 to 

include the ability to establish stormwater utilities 

 



Status in Southern New England—Rhode Island 

• Enabling legislation 

• Step 1 = 11 

• Step 2 = 9 Regional Utility & 3 Others 

 

Rhode Island’s Status  

• Chapter 45-61of the Rhode Island 

Stormwater Management and Utility 

District Act of 2002 

 



Status in Southern New England—Connecticut 

• No enabling legislation 

• Studies conducted include New 

Haven, New London, Norwalk, 

Stonington, and Bridgeport 

 

 
Connecticut’s Enabling Status 

• OLR’s findings in 2004—No clear authority 

• PA 7-154—Pilot Program (New Haven, 

Norwalk, New London) 



Issues that Compel Utilities  

Enforcement Flooding Water Quality 



QUESTIONS? 
 

Jim Riordan, LEED AP, AICP 

jriordan@essgroup.com 
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