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Class B Land Application – It’s Alive 

NEBRA – NEWEA Specialty Conference  

 South Portland, ME 

October 23, 2014 
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Class B – A management strategy from before 

the 503s 



3 

0 

20,000 

40,000 

60,000 

80,000 

100,000 

120,000 

140,000 

160,000 

180,000 

200,000 

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 

C
Y

S
/Y

R
 

YEAR 

Class B 

Class A 

Total 

Source:  ME DEP 

The rise and fall of Class B:  Maine Case Study 
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VT – 25% in 2012 beneficially used; 14% Class B 
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The Resurgence of Farms in the US 
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Class B biosolids are good for soils 

• New England Ag soils are ripe for amending 

• Biosolids provide: 

– N:  organic, slow release 

– P, not so much K 

– Organic matter 

– Micronutrients 

– Foundation for health 
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Class B – a viable option in the Northeast 

• Small POTWs close to agriculture 

+ Improvements in technology & treatment 

+ Comparatively low cost/low capital 

+ Resurgence of farms 

+ Need for nutrients 

= Sustainable solution for all stakeholders 
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Summary of Northeast Biosolids Regulations 

State 503 0r Custom Reference 

ME Custom DEP Chapter 419 

NH Custom DES ENV WQ 800 

VT Custom ANR SW Mgmt Rules Ch.6 

MA Custom DEP 310 CMR 32 

RI Custom DEM Sewage Sludge Mgmt Rules Ch. 

11 &12 

CT 503 USEPA 40 CFR 503 



9 

Extensive Program Guidelines 
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Extensive Program Guidelines 
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Extensive Program Guidelines 

 



12 

Keys to Success 

•High quality biosolids 

•BMPs 

•Supportive enforcement 

•Managing seasonality 

•Communication  

     & Public perception 
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Class B via Digestion  

PROS:   

Lower odor 

Better bioavailability of nutrients 

Reduced need for supplemental 

fertilizer 

Reduced pH adjustment? 

 

Not so PRO: 

Reduced effectiveness of 

dewatering 

Reduced quantities 
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Notable Programs 

• CSWD, VT 

• Nashua, NH 

• Franklin, NH 

• LAWPCA, ME 

• Madawaska, ME 

• Progress in NY 

• Paper fiber  
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Challenges       Opportunities  

• Permitting & Compliance 

• Neighbors 

• Odors 

• The generation gap 

• Weather 
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Reclamation as well as active Agriculture 
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Ok, Class A is alive too  
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Thank you 

Jen McDonnell 

Jen.mcdonnell@casella.com 

 

Jim Talvy 

James.talvy@casella.com 

Gene Barker 

gene.barker@casella.com  

 

www.casellaorganics.com 
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